
In 1415, Czech reformer John Hus was burned at the stake for preaching the gospel in Prague. Hus (which means goose in 
Czech) said, “Today you are burning a goose; however, a hundred years from now, you will hear a swan sing, and you will 
have to listen to him.”

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the church door in Wittenberg, and Germany heard a swan sing the 
gospel. “So it shall continue, if it please God,” Luther wrote in 1531. The movement spread from Germany to Switzerland, 
Austria, England, and beyond—ordinary men and women, transformed by grace, carrying the gospel to more people and 
places.

Five hundred years later, Europe is a post-Christian society, but God continues to raise up ordinary swans to sing the gospel 
in Germany. Andreas, a building manager for city hall in Duisburg, grew up on the streets and even spent time in jail. But in a 
park one day, a man read John 3:16 to him, and 
Jesus breathed life into Andreas’ soul.

Now, from the city hall’s tower, he looks out over 
his neighborhood of 25,000 people. He boldly 
shares the gospel with hundreds of them. Many 
have received Christ and are bearing fruit in a 
church plant of 50 members. Recently, his church 
plant sent him out to plant a second church three 
miles down the road. When that new church is 
established, Andreas has his sights set on planting 
a third church three more miles down the road.

“So it shall continue, if it please God”—ordinary 
swans singing the gospel song.
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At times, it seems almost impossible to reach the 99 percent of Europeans who do not have a relationship with Jesus. But 500 
years ago, the Reformation began a movement that continues to spread today, as ordinary people reach step by step into 
their circles of influence to share the gospel.



7 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. Despite its 
proximity to Luther’s stomping 

grounds, northeast Germany has never 
seen a spiritual awakening. Pray for 
church-planting efforts occurring in 
Berlin and for the two new IMB families 
who will be arriving there this summer. 

8 NORTH AFRICANS OF CATALONIA, 
SPAIN. Ask God to use a 

community center in Catalonia to 
reach the North African population 
there. Pray for wisdom and the ability 
to communicate the gospel clearly to 
those who visit the center.

9 DEAF PEOPLES. The Deaflympics, a 
global sports competition, will be 

held this month in Samsun, Turkey. Pray 
as volunteers share the gospel with the 
athletes and spectators. Ask God to 
keep them safe and bless their efforts.

10 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. Ask God 
to bless the work of Jona and 

Rahel and their team in Stuttgart, 
Germany, who press on faithfully 
despite very resistant hearers. Pray 
that many will repent and grow to be 
disciples who walk faithfully with Christ.

11 KHMER OF CAMBODIA. Four 
young Khmer men are meeting 

regularly at a local church for prayer 
and Bible study. Pray that they will 

continue to grow in their faith. Ask God 
to use them mightily to be a witness for 
Him.

12 NU OF COLOMBIA. When Tobias 
became ill, he left the jungle to 

seek medical care in a town where 
national missionaries live. While there, 
he heard the gospel and believed. Ask 
God to use Tobias’ experience to open 
doors to his jungle village.

13 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. Two 
decades of constant work in 

Munich, Germany, have proven the 
city to be extremely hard ground for 
the gospel. Most of the people are 
uninterested in God and closed to the 
church. Ask God to encourage the 
families working in Munich and across 
Bavaria.

14 LAST FRONTIER. Some workers 
are discouraged because their 

ministry has been negatively impacted 
by political circumstances. Pray for 
God’s guidance so they will know what 
to do to continue the ministry.

15 PEOPLES OF NORTHERN ZAMBIA. 
Believers in Kasama are training 

young men and women to become 
leaders in their rural churches. Pray that 
as a result, the gospel will be shared in 
the most remote places of Zambia.

I will call upon you, for you will answer 
me, O God; incline your ear to me; 
hear my words. (Psalm 17: 6-7, ESV)

1 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. “Experience,” 
a new church in Dresden, 

Germany, is seeking to evangelize 
its neighborhoods and plant more 
churches. It has recently gone through 
the process of becoming a recognized 
church, adding expectations and 
structures that bring new challenges. 
Pray for God’s guidance. 

2 BASOTHO OF LESOTHO. Members 
of the Basotho Team are training 

Basotho youth to evangelize and 
disciple new believers. Pray that they 
will faithfully proclaim the gospel to 
their friends and neighbors in Lesotho.

3 PEOPLE OF MEGALOPOLIS, EAST 
ASIA. Praise God that local 

churches are expressing a desire to 
reach the unreached people groups in 
their own country and abroad! Pray for 
wisdom as workers help church leaders 
to mobilize and train their members.

4 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. “Experience” 
is hoping to help the other 26 

Baptist churches in Saxony, Germany, 
learn to better reach their cities. Pray 
that the churces will be inspired as 
they learn how living on mission can 
help them grow.

5 TURKIC PEOPLES OF THE NORTH 
CAUCASUS. A team will be working 

throughout the remainder of the year 
to translate the Old Testament into a 
local language of the North Caucasus. 
Ask God to provide all that is needed 
to complete this project.

6 BANGLADESH. Illegal drug use 
is destroying lives and breaking 

families in the minority community 
where the Light of Faith Children’s 
Center is located. Ask God to bring 
hope to this community through the 
work of the center.



16 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. Austria 
was ravaged by the counter-

reformation of the 16th century, 
leaving a desolate spiritual climate 
in its wake. Pray for church-planting 
efforts there to remain focused in spite 
of strong opposition.

17 CHONGQING, CHINA. Pray 
for two international students 

as they build relationships and lead 
Bible studies on a college campus 
in Chongqing. Ask God to bless their 
ministry and keep them safe.

18 UIGHURS OF NORTHWEST CHINA. 
This past winter, many Uighur 

people gained access to Scripture for 
the first time. Ask God to draw them 
deep into His Word, and pray that 
many spiritual conversations will follow.

19 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. Pray 
for Christliche Gemeinde 

Sachsenplatz in Vienna, Austria, as they 
continue to shift towards becoming 
a community-engaging, disciple-
making, Christ-centered church. Pray 
that a new church plant in the middle 
of the city will be birthed out of this 
transformation. 

20 KOLKATA, INDIA. Many pastors 
in Kolkata labor in hard areas 

with little rest. Ask God to give them 
a balanced vision for family, life, and 
ministry and to meet their every need 
as they are faithful to the task.

21 TUAREG OF THE SAHARA DESERT. 
Many Tuareg people host 

tourists every day, sharing stories and 
tea and selling their goods. Pray that 
believing tourists will share the gospel 
with them, and ask God to prepare 
their hearts to receive it.

22 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. A missional 
community in Dusseldorf, 

Germany, writes: “Please pray that 
God will increase our faith and that 
we will continue to grow in our love 

for Jesus and for one another so that 
we may bring glory to God in our 
neighborhood. Pray that God will grow 
His church here.”

23 DEAF PEOPLES. For many Deaf 
in West Africa, becoming a 

believer is difficult, as they are already 
marginalized by their own culture. Ask 
God to give courage to those who are 
aware of their need for a Savior.

24 ISAAN OF THAILAND. Pray for 
unity and oneness of mind 

within Isaan house church groups. Ask 
God to help them work well together 
to reach nonbelievers and advance His 
kingdom in Thailand.

25 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. The people 
of Hamburg, Germany, where 

99.2 percent of the population is lost, 
are not typically open to the gospel. 
Pray that believers in Hamburg will 
continue to boldly proclaim the gospel 
and disciple those who respond. 

26 MIR OF COLOMBIA. On Sunday 
afternoons, a group of 16 Mir 

men gather in their traditional meeting 
house to hear Bible stories. Pray that 
they will respond to the gospel and 
become faithful witnesses in their 
community.

27 SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN 
PEOPLES. Eleven of the 25 

fastest-growing cities in the world are 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Pray for the 
development of plans that will allow 
workers to seize this opportunity to 
reach these urban centers. 

28 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. Pray for 
the IMB Hamburg Team as they 

lead quarterly training sessions to teach 
believers in Germany to be disciple 
makers. 

29 OSAKA, JAPAN. Missionaries in 
Osaka have been reaching 

children in their apartment building 
through weekly English Bible classes. 
Pray that many will come to faith 
through these classes.

30 TAJIKS OF TAJIKISTAN. Pray for 
a group of believers in one 

village who have no interest in meeting 
together. Pray that they will recognize 
their need to gather for worship and 
Bible study.

31 EUROPEAN PEOPLES. Believers 
in Hamburg, Germany, are 

engaging students, families, refugees, 
bikers, and human trafficking victims. 
Pray that the gospel will spread along 
relational lines in every walk of life, 
leading to healthy churches.
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Heartbeat of a Gospel Movement
The same gospel movement that changed Germany 500 years ago has recaptured the hearts of multiple church planters 
and pastors in Frankfurt, Germany. German church planters Stephan Pues and Bodo Park and IMB church planter Kelly 
Seely, along with other local churches, have founded the Center for Church Planting.

The shared vision is for a movement of the gospel 
in the city evidenced by new churches and 
growing disciples. This heartbeat for awakening 
has been beating ever louder among believers 
from all backgrounds in Frankfurt. Since God has 
brought spiritual awakening to this city in the past, 
there exists an exciting hope that God might once 
again bring such a movement.

Over the past few years, the Center for Church 
Planting, which started with two local churches, 
has connected with hundreds of students at five 
seminaries, trained 20 church-planting interns, and 
fostered nine church planter apprentices.

Praise God for the faithfulness of these church planters and pastors! Ask Him to provide all that the Center for Church 
Planting needs to continue its work. Pray for a gospel movement in Frankfurt and in all of Germany.
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